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at present very busy about nothing, has ordered me to return
you his sincere thanks for all these favours; and, as a small
token of his gratitude, to communicate to you the following
piece of intelligence, which, he thinks, belongs more pro-
perly to you than to any others of our modern historians.

"Madomlla^ who as it was thought had long since taken
her flight towards the ethereal mansions, still walks, it seems,
in the regions of mortality; where she has found, by deep
reflections on the revolutionL mentioned in yours of June
the 23rd, that where early instructions have been wanting to
imprint true ideas of things on the tender souls of those of
her sex, they are never after able to arrive at such a pitch of
perfection, as to be above the laws of matter and motion;
laws which are considerably enforced by the principles
usually imbibed in nurseries and boarding-schools. To
remedy this evil, she has laid the scheme of a college for
young damsels; where, instead of scissors, needles, and
samplers; pens, compasses, quadrants, books, manuscripts,
Greek, Latin, and Hebrew, are to take up their whole time.
Only on holidays the students will, for moderate exercise, be
allowed to divert themselves with the use of some of the
lightest and most voluble weapons ; and proper care will be
taken to give them at least a superficial tincture of the
ancient and modern Amazonian tactics. Of these military
performances, the direction is undertaken by Epicene,2 the
writer of * Memoirs from the Mediterranean,3 who, by the

1                                   See No. 32 ante.   [T.S.]

2                                  Mrs. Mary de la Riviere Manley, author of "Memoirs of Europe,
towards the Close of the Eighth Century" (1710), which she dedicated
to Isaac Bickerstaff, and of "Secret Memoirs and Manners . . . from
the New Atalantis" (1709).   She was associated with Swift in the
writing of several pamphlets in support of the Harley Administration,
and in his work on "The Examiner" (see vol. v., pp. 41, 118, and
171 of the present edition of Swift's works).

Epicene is an allusion to Ben Jonson's comedy, " Epicoene ; or, the
Silent Woman "(1609).

Mrs. Manley seems to have credited Steele with this attack on her,
for she attacked him, in turn, in her " New Atalantis," and printed, in
her dedication to the "Memoirs of Europe," Steele's denial of the
autUbrship of this paper. This did not, however, prevent her making
new charges against him. "The Narrative of Guiscard's Examina-
tion," "A Comment on Dr. Hare's Sermon/' and " The Duke of Marl-
borougVs Vindication," were written either by herself, or at the
suggestion of, and with instructions from, Swift. [T.S.]